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Since September 2015, inspection outcomes published in Essex for Primary Schools have been as follows:
3 category 2 schools became a category 1 school

1 category 3 school became a category 1 school

21 category 3 schools became category 2 schools

1 category 4 school became a category 2 school

11 category 2 schools remained as category 2 schools

8 category 3 schools remained as category 3 schools

1 category 4 school remained a category 4 school

3 category 2 schools became a category 4 school

2 category 2 schools became category 3 schools

4 category 3 schools became category 4 schools 

1 category 1 school became a category 3 school
1 school not previously inspected as an academy became a category 1 school

5 schools not previously inspected as an academy became category 2 schools

4 schools not previously inspected as an academy became category 3 schools

This means that of the 56 schools identified, 26 schools improved their Ofsted grading, 20 remained the same and 10 declined.
1. The underachievement of pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds
Bradley Simmons, Ofsted’s Regional Director South East, wrote to all headteachers and principals in the south east region on 20 May 2016  regarding the underachievement of pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds.
 ‘Making sure inspectors look closely at how well any schools are tackling achievement gaps for disadvantaged pupils is already a core priority  for Ofsted as a whole, and gaps between the achievement of disadvantaged pupils and others are already a factor in determining the timing of inspections.
Given concerns in the region, you will not be surprised that, in the south east, I have asked inspectors to continue to give this issue particularly close attention. In the interests of transparency, I am sharing with you here the guidance given to inspectors. I have asked them to:
· ensure that exploring disadvantaged pupils’ outcomes normally constitutes a line of enquiry during school inspection

· scrutinise the impact of leaders’ actions on improving disadvantaged pupils progress
· report clearly and boldly on this aspect- recognising strengths when it is warranted but exposing weaknesses where they exist
2. Ofstednews - YouTube from Ofsted’s Tweet 

In the link above you will find 16 new videos from Ofsted.  They were produced in May 2016. They include Susan Morris- King speaking about;
· using the guidance on unannounced behaviour inspections to improve your own school
· behaviour and attendance in the framework

· who receives unannounced behaviour inspections 

Sue Morris-King is Ofsted’s national lead for behavior and attendance.
3. Tackling ‘amateurish’ governance – www.slideshare.net/Ofstednews
Rob Hackfath, HMI West Midlands 14 May 2016

This power point presentation provides the following useful slides to share with governors;
· Slide 13- Presentation on general governance begins

· Slide 14 and 15 – The role and importance of governors- HMCI- Michael Wilshaw

· Slide 16 and 17- Criteria relating to governors from the Ofsted framework

· Slide 18- External reviews of governance

· Slides 19 and 20- governor strengths and weaknesses identified by Ofsted
4.  What maintained schools must publish online - Detailed ...
https://www.gov.uk/.../what-maintained-schools-must-publish-online
The information that schools maintained by their local authorities must publish on their websites was updated in April  2016. The update includes;
Publication of Governor’s Details and the Register of Interests 

Governors hold an important public office and their identity should be known to their school and wider communities. In the interests of transparency a governing body should publish on its website up-to-date details of its governance arrangements in readily accessible form. This should include;
· the structure and remit of the governing body and any committees, and the full names of the chair of each; 
· for each governor who has served at any point over the past 12 months: 
· their full names, date of appointment, term of office, date they stepped down (where applicable), who appointed them (in accordance with the governing body’s instrument of government), 
· relevant business and pecuniary interests (as recorded in the register of interests) including: 
· governance roles in other educational institutions; 
· any material interests arising from relationships between governors or relationships between governors and school staff (including spouses, partners and close relatives); and 
· their attendance record at governing body and committee meetings over the last academic year.
5. Chatting with the SLT about teacher workload
09-05-2016 03:24 PM BST

On Sunday 17 April 2016 Ofsted, together with @HarfordSean, took over @SLTchat to host the regular #SLTchat Twitter chat. This Storify brings together a selection of senior leaders' tweets about the main topic - how Ofsted can avoid making extra work for teachers.
	Speech: HMCI's monthly commentary: May 2016 

19 May, 2016 at 12:06pm

Ofsted's Chief Inspector, Sir Michael Wilshaw, comments on the study of science and foreign languages in primary schools.

	Research and analysis: Foreign languages and science provision in primary schools 
19 May, 2016 at 04:01pm

This sets out the methodology and findings behind Sir Michael Wilshaw's May 2016 commentary on foreign languages and science in primary schools.

7. Submissions made to Parent View, between 1 September 2014 and 31 August 2015, for schools in England
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/482228/Management_Information_-_Parent_View_-_2014-15_Academic_Year.xlsm Tweet 

Download
[image: image1.png]


The document in the link above allows you to compare your Parent View responses with those received nationally.

The document details the number of submissions received for each question along with a chart which demonstrates the responses received for each question.
8. Funding boost for schools helping pupils develop character - Press releases - GOV.UK – part of  behaviour and attendance.
26 May 2016

Applications are now open for this year’s character grants - a scheme that began in 2015 to fund schools and organisations promoting traits such as resilience and respect. It is aimed at schools that use activities such as sports, debating or music to provide a rounded learning experience for children. 



