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   Impetus May 2016 Ofsted Update
Since September 2015, inspection outcomes published in Essex for Primary Schools have been as follows:
3 category 2 schools became a category 1 school

1 category 3 school became a category 1 school

15 category 3 schools became category 2 schools

1 category 4 school became a category 2 school

11 category 2 schools remained as category 2 schools

7 category 3 schools remained as category 3 schools

1 category 4 school remained a category 4 school

3 category 2 schools became a category 4 school

2 category 2 schools became category 3 schools

3 category 3 schools became category 4 schools 

1 category 1 school became a category 3 school

1 school not previously inspected as an academy became a category 1 school

5 schools not previously inspected as an academy became category 2 schools

3 schools not previously inspected as an academy became category 3 schools

This means that of the 48 schools inspected, 20 schools improved their Ofsted grading, 19 remained the same and 9 declined. 
Inspecting schools and improving education
Lorna Fitzjohn, Ofsted’s Regional Director, West Midlands, gave the keynote address at 'Be inspection-ready – not preparing for inspection': a conference by SSAT the schools, students and teachers network on 20 April 2016. The link above is to her slide presentation which includes;
· Key messages informing our priorities

· Changes to inspections

· Improving schools

· What does the future hold for inspection
National Governors Association West Midlands regional conference
Lorna Fitzjohn HMI, Regional Director, West Midlands, delivered the keynote address at the conference in Birmingham on 19 March 2016. 
Her slides on governance are particularly useful.
Government proposals for Ofsted inspections – 
In the link above Sean Harford, Ofsted's National Director, Education, blogs about the Government’s white paper, 'Educational excellence everywhere', and what it could mean for inspection.

The following is a short summary of the main points from Sean Harford’s blog;

· The paper proposes that Ofsted removes the specific judgement on the quality of teaching, learning and assessment from our inspections of schools. It is important to note that this proposal would not signal an end to classroom visits by inspectors.
· Ofsted are not planning to make any significant changes to the school inspection handbook for the academic year of 2016/17.
· Another of the announcements in the Department for Education's White Paper is to give new leaders of challenging schools ‘inspection breaks’.
Short inspections: 10 things you need to know

 Leadership 

This useful blog from Sean Harford in the leadership link above contains 10 points outlining what the new section 8 inspections are about. 16 December 2015
Ofsted's specialists: videos
These videos are part of a series from Ofsted's national leads, focusing on their specialisms and key issues in these areas. 

· Lesley Cox and Mary Rayner on special educational needs and disability - Lesley Cox and Mary Rayner, National Leads for special educational needs and disability, talk about their work. They cover topics such as the new inspection framework that is being introduced for local areas following the launch of the new Code of Practice 2014; short inspections; and SEND inspection arrangements.

· Mark Lindfield on teaching reading in the early years - Mark Lindfield, Senior HMI, talks about what to consider when teaching reading in the early years.

· Diana Choulerton on design and technology - Diana Choulerton, Ofsted's National Lead, Design and Technology, discusses teaching this subject.

· Mark Sims on English as an additional language (EAL) and English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) - Mark Sims, Ofsted's National Lead, EAL and ESOL, discusses issues and gaps for pupils who speak EAL, current challenges for EAL professionals, quality and outcomes for EAL pupils, assessing EAL pupils, and current issues for ESOL professionals.

Early years and childcare
Ofsted to directly manage early years inspections - Ofsted will have full control over the selection, training and management of early years inspectors from April 2017. In this link you can watch a video of HMCI explaining this change. 1 March 2016

