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DUCATION SOLUTIONS





Impetus Ofsted Updates
Since September 2015, inspection outcomes published in Essex have been as follows:

2 category 2 schools became category 1 schools

1 category 3 school became a category 1 school

13 category 3 schools became category 2 schools

5 category 2 schools remained as category 2 schools

5 category 3 schools remained as category 3 schools

1 category 4 school remained a category 4 school

3 category 2 schools became a category 4 school

2 category 2 schools became category 3 schools

3 category 3 schools became category 4 schools 

1 category 1 school became a category 3 school

This means that of the 36 schools inspected, 16 schools improved their Ofsted grading, 11 remained the same and 9 declined. 

1 school not previously inspected as an academy became a category 1 school

5 schools not previously inspected as an academy became category 2 schools

3 schools not previously inspected as an academy became category 3 schools
 School inspection newsletter: 2015 to 2016 

15 March, 2016 – Sean Harford HMI Ofsted national Director Education
The newsletter for inspectors  in the link above, includes articles on: Key Stage 2 writing assessments; Holocaust education; reporting on the most able; and reporting on SEND. It also lists some administrative updates Ofsted will be making to the inspection handbooks from September 2016, including the process for using the online staff questionnaire.

A summary of some information from the above newsletter is shown below.

1. Primary teacher assessment, particularly for writing in Year 6 
Inspectors are reminded that the Government has introduced, for this year only, interim frameworks to support the teacher assessment judgements that schools must report on for Years 2 and 6 pupils in 2016. The interim frameworks are available through this link: www.gov.uk/government/collections/teacher-assessment-key-stage-1-and-key-stage-2. 

The DfE has announced an extension of the deadline for submitting these teacher assessments until 30 June for 2016 only at www.gov.uk/government/news/primary-school-teacher-assessment-deadline-changed.

 Pupils will also be sitting new National Curriculum tests reflecting the higher standard that the Government expects. Inspectors should take into account that, during this first year, pupils and teachers will still be adapting their approach, in particular to the unfamiliar teacher assessment frameworks and the higher standards. Inspectors should also be mindful of the contribution of teacher assessment to the 2016 primary school performance measures (see www.gov.uk/government/publications/primary-school-accountability).

2. Pay progression and pupil performance 
During an inspection, inspectors should look to see how the school is monitoring the quality of teaching and learning and how this links to teachers’ performance management and the teachers’ standards. Inspectors should consider the systems in place and evaluate the extent to which governors understand how the school makes decisions on pay progression and performance. 

Inspectors should not: 

·  report about pay and progression in a way that narrows the focus of performance management, for example on any link between test and examination results and teachers’ pay 

· look for evidence that governors are hands on and getting involved in operational matters within the school, including in relation to performance management and pay (except for the headteacher where it is their direct responsibility) 

·  report in any way that gives the impression that governors need to be directly involved in the process of teachers’ performance management. Reports should focus on the impact of the work of governors and trustees and must not suggest Ofsted’s condolence of their operational involvement in this process. 
3. Reporting on the most able 
Paragraph 179 of the School inspection handbook  is clear that one of the key foci for inspection reporting is how well the school supports the achievement of the most able pupils. The level of detail in inspection reports should reflect this focus. Along with all relevant groups as set out in the handbook, reports must include a substantial account of the teaching and outcomes for this important group of pupils to demonstrate how the school meets their needs.
4. Use of the online Google surveys for staff and pupils 
Paragraph 57 of the (section 5) School inspection handbook, states that: ‘The views of staff in schools are gathered through a questionnaire that the inspection coordinator sends to the school alongside the formal notification of inspection. The school is asked to distribute the questionnaire to all staff...’ Please note that this is no longer the case. The inspection coordinator sends the school a link to an online Google survey so that the school can distribute the link to staff, rather than a hard copy of the questionnaire. 

This administrative amendment will be made to the handbook with effect from September 2016. 
5. Reporting on school compliance with school information regulations 
When preparing for inspection, inspectors should check the school’s website for background information, including in relation to statutory requirements to publish certain information. The requirements on schools are set out in the DfE guidance document https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-maintained-schools-must-publish-online
For academies, including free schools, the funding agreement should set out what they are required to publish online. 

Inspectors should ensure that, when writing their report, they address whether the school meets requirements and if not, what requirement(s) is (are) not being met.

The above will be added to the inspection handbooks from September 2016.

6. Introduction of a new methodology for measuring attainment in Key Stage 2 science sampling 
Information about how attainment in Key Stage 2 (KS2) science sampling is measured can be found here: www.gov.uk/government/news/introduction-of-a-new-methodology-for-measuring-attainment-in-key-stage-2-science-sampling.
Early years inspection and registration from April 2017
Gill Jones, Ofsted's Deputy Director for Early Education, writes about future changes to Ofsted’s arrangements for the inspection and regulation of early years.  

Documents relating to Ofsted's inspections of maintained schools.

To read this suite of documents first published on 2 December 2014 and updated on 25 February 2016,( see all updates), please click on the link below

Ofsted inspections of maintained schools - GOV.UK
The documents  include: 

1. School inspection handbook from September 2015 which was updated on 11January 2016

2. Parent View: toolkit for schools which was updated on 1 February 2016.
Ofsted Parent View: management information

First published: 20 November 2015
Ofsted Parent View: management information - Statistical data sets - GOV.UK
This tool allows schools to compare their own  school’s results with schools nationally.
This information covers submissions received to Parent View between 1 September 2014 and 31 August 2015 for independent schools and maintained schools and academies in England. Within this release you can find:

· an overall question by question breakdown of the results for both school types

· a further breakdown of these results by phase and region for maintained schools and academies

· data on the number of submissions received and the response rates for the above categories

Please note, this release only includes submissions for schools which were open and eligible for inspection by Ofsted throughout this entire period.

Ofsted Specialists 

This series of videos features Ofsted's national leads talking about their specialisms. 
	
	
	



· 
	David Brown on online safety #SaferInternetDay 
by Ofstednews 
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· 
	David Brown answers your computing questions 
by Ofstednews 
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· 
	Belita Scott on what questions governors might be asked by inspectors 
by Ofstednews 
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	Belita Scott on what governors can expect on inspection 
by Ofstednews 
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· 
	Julie Yarwood on foreign language in primary schools 
by Ofstednews 
	
	
	2:10

	
	
	


· 
	Belita Scott on what governors can expect in the final feedback session 
by Ofstednews 
	
	
	1:39


You may also be interested in:

· Busting myths on Ofsted inspections
· Inspection timescales
Ofsted Data Dashboard Decommissioning
The Ofsted Data Dashboards will not be updated with 2015 data. The 2014 dashboards will be available until 30 September 2016, then the dashboard website will close down. Inspectors are now sent the Inspection Data Dashboard prior to an inspection. 
At the end of March 2016 the DfE  released a new service on .gov.uk which will replace their existing Performance Tables website.  The new school comparison tool was opened up to the public as a Beta service. It can be used to compare performance data across schools, and to check individual schools, using a similar graphical presentation to the Data Dashboard. The DfE site covers a very similar set of data as the School Data Dashboard.
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